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This community moves to a new 
level with the news recently that the 
Tasmanian Diocesan Council of the 
Anglican Church has accepted the 
principle that listed churches in its sale 
plan can exclude their church from sale 
by contributing 25% of the expected 
net proceeds of the sale to the Sexual 
Redress Fund.

In this community, the fund as at 
publication stands at $36,000+.

Aligned to the Parish’s Redress Fund and 
acknowleged by the Parish, a community 
group has established a registered 
charity to top up the Redress account 
if it is needed, and further to fund the 
ongoing conservation and maintenance 
needs of St Matthias’.

This fund is particularly designed for 
those who wish to support the presence 
of the Church in the district and its 
heritage preservation as a graveyard and 
worship centre.

YES WE CAN! - COMMUNITY WANTS ITS CHURCH.
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www.windermerechurchforever.org

The greater challenge is to sustain a 
vibrant Christian ministry in this area. 
This Parish of Holy Trinity Launceston 
is committed to grow a sustainable 
Christian ministry in the East Tamar 
through a contemporary presence based 
at St Matthias’.

The East Tamar community is now 
focussing on this as a centre for 
community events as evidenced by the 
Harp Concert and forthcoming planned 
events of a cultural nature. Services at 
the Church have been well attended 
over the winter months and it is a great 
example of how this community can 
work together to pursue values and 
activities it defines as important.

In this edition Smoke Signals carries 
notification of what is planned for 
community support events over the 
forthcoming months.

You can support this issue financially or 
make comment through the following 
channels:

Financial support for redress:
St Matthias Redress Fund
BSB: 037608
Account: 710640

Financial support for redress and 
ongoing heritage maintenance:
Windermere Church 
(or Windermere Church Forever)
BSB: 632 001
Account Number: 100184708

Events to fundraise for this appeal 
and ongoing funds to support heritage 
conservation maintenance are outlined 
on the Church page, as well as specific 
fund raisng notified within.



GARDENING NEWS

Maureen arranged our Garden Club 
gathering for June - and from all 
accounts it was a great way to spend a 
winter’s day! Unfortunately, Greg and I 
were unable to attend, so Elizabeth File 
kindly provided the following report. 
Sorry we missed it! 

On Friday 8th June - a very wet and 
windy day - a group of undaunted 
Garden Clubbers travelled to Beauty 
Point. Here we collectively tested the 
menu at the River Cafe - and were not 
disappointed in their fare. 

After lunch we continued on to York 
Town - our plan being to walk around 
the native flora on the designated 
track. However, on arrival, the wind had 
become stronger and the rain heavier. 
We didn’t attempt our walk - but 
we’re happy to have sited the locality 
of where a first attempt was made to 

establish a British presence in northern 
Tasmania (1804). We can keep this very 
picturesque part of the bush in mind for 
a future visit.

In spite of the inclement weather, we all 
enjoyed the excursion and keeping the 
outdoor spirit of Garden Clubbers alive. 

Thank you Maureen and thank you 
Elizabeth!

There are no gatherings scheduled for 
July or August. Our next lunch will be 
Friday, 14th September, 2018. 

If you would like to participate in the 
Garden Club lunches, please give me a 
call or send me an email. New members 
are very welcome.

Kerri Curtis
Telephone: 0407 447 344
Email: kerridwen51@gmail.com 

Salad onions such as the mild flavoured 
Red Odourless Onion are great for 
summer salads.

I usually buy seedlings after the month 
of July and transplant them into a 
bed that has been finely worked and 
fertilised with 500 gms of Dynamic Lifter 
per square metre.

By digging shallow trenches you can lay 
the onion seedlings in the trench and 
backfill easily with your fingers. 

Water the seedlings in well and 
regularly fertilise with Seasol during the 
vegetative growth stage. 

Onions rely on a strong vegetative 
growth stage and then store the 
nutrition of this in their bulbs before 
throwing up a seed head in the next 
season. 

When you notice the onions are starting 
to bulb, stop the water to the plants if 
you can and allow the tops to die down 
and fall over. 

You can them pull the onions and lay 
them on top of the bed until they have 
completely dried on top.

This way they should store well until the 
winter if you haven’t used them.

Time to plant  
Onions for Summer
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COMMUNITY NEWS

June 2018

Crown Land Services have further 
restricted Public Access on the Point 
by placing 145 limestone boulders to 
supposedly “address the significant 
increase of late of illegal wood hooking, 
(cutting down of a significant number 
of dead trees) which is occurring at 
present”. The dead trees were, in 
fact, felled in February 2018 by a CLS 
contractor!!!. The area has not been 
tidied up and looks like a war zone.

“Boulder barriers will also reduce the 
ongoing unauthorised clearing of native 
vegetation by tractor and slasher. The 
last grass cutting and slashing was 
carried out by Justice Dept Corrective 
Services people at the end of May 2018 
using whipper snippers and hand-pushed 
lawn mowers. They did slightly extend 
the mowed areas by cutting native 
grasses and tussocks. Prior to that, the 
CLS contractor cut all of the grassed 
areas on the point in December 2017. 
No significant areas of open grassland of 
the point have been created by slashing 
native vegetation. CLS also claim that 
the boulders were also necessary to 
prevent the cutting of native vegetation 
by the Contractor. Surely it is not 
necessary to use expensive boulders to 
mark the area to be cut.

Open and lightly wooded areas on the 
end of Egg Island Point have existed for 
over 100 years. A significant amount 
of taxpayers money has been wasted 
placing the 145 limestone boulders to 
prevent activities that are either not 
happening or that they will not prevent.

Two recent statements by CLS should 
concern all users of the Point. “CLS are 
the authority for maintenance of the 
area (Egg Island Point) for its intended 

St Finn Barr’s Catholic Primary 
School at Invermay has vacancies 

for Kindergarten (and limited other 
grades) for 2019. 

Many students from the East Tamar 
area attend St Finn Barr’s. This area 

is serviced through a direct bus 
route each morning and afternoon.

For information about our wonderful 
school and community please visit 

our website at www/stfinnbarrs.tas.
edu.au or visit our Facebook page - 

St Finn Barr’s Catholic  
Primary School.

To have arrange a tour of our school 
or find out more information please 

phone our office on 6326 3082.

 

KINDERGARTEN  
VACANCIES - 2019

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: Egg Island Point  
Hillwood Reserved For Public Use Since C1840

Have you thought about 
sending your child to  

St Finn Barr’s?

purpose as a natural values area with 
riparian communities”. !!! CLS also state 
that “Egg Island is no longer considered as 
an area maintained for use by the general 
public”. CLS provide no facilities on the 
Point. Why are they trying to restrict 
people from using and enjoying this 
wonderful area?

- Lindsay Millar OAM

This letter to the Editor of the Examiner 
18/7/2018 adds further support to the 
battle against the Parks & Wildlife at 
Hillwood for the proactive management of 
the Egg Island Point Reserve raised in our 
March edition.

Egg Island Point 1992 Egg Island Point 2015
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Despite the recent time of 
pervading uncertainty, a wave of 
hope, energy and positivity has 
developed throughout the local 
community, the parishioners, and 
descendants of pioneer families 
world-wide. 

In the words of our Rector, The 
Ven. Dane Courtney:

“It has been wonderful to see 
the broad community support for 
preserving St Matthias’ and we 
are confident of achieving that 
outcome. At the same time, it 
is important to recognise that 
preserving the site through the 
present ‘crisis’ is not exactly 
the same thing as guaranteeing 

Please support the following events:
S S S Lunch: Soup, Sandwich, Slice (and cuppa),  

Savour the Home Cooking, Save St M Church. Wed. 22nd 
August, 12 - 2 pm (stay for a chat), $10 per head.

Sept. 15: Car Rally, Treasure Hunt and BBQ 

Sept. 25: “Songs at Twilight” Opera concert,  
St Matthias’ Church, 5.30pm, $20 concession $15

Oct. 19-25: 7 day bus tour to Mornington  
Peninsula and Geelong. (see advert. P 2).

Oct. 21: Clarinet Choir Concert 

Oct. 27: proposed Grounds Working Bee.

Nov. 23/24/25: Celebration of our 175th anniversary.  
Bush dance, history display, family picnic with colonial 

children’s games, concert and 2 special church services.

Every 2nd and 4th Sundays at 9am: our regular  
Communion service. Everyone is always welcome. 

The Weekly Pewsheet, including readings and  
notices are published each Friday on our website:

www.holytrinitylaunceston.org/documents/weekly_news.pdf 

its future for all time. The 
present enthusiasm has shown 
that people want it to have a 
future - now we need to follow 
through on that and ensure 
it is actively supported as a 
worship centre and community 
facility through the years to 
come.”

And this is happening! 
Attendances at fortnightly 
services have more than doubled 
despite many regulars being 
away over winter. The many 
community events organized 
are being well-supported, and 
the redress fund total is growing 
steadily (see Facebook for Direct 
Transfer bank details.) 

For the harp concert, we 
were blessed with ‘perfect’ 
weather and a full house. Emma 
McMahon’s music was beautiful; 
what one imagines angels as 
playing. The event raised $1,500 
for the St M fund, but the best 
part was our teamwork before 
and the joy experienced by all 
who attended.

For full details, follow our 
Facebook page ‘St Matthias’, 
Windermere’, or regularly 
check the church noticeboard, 
or request to be included in 
StM email network (contact 
hosfordm@bigpond.net.au to 
register)
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HEADERMEN’S SHED

CHURCH NEWS

Nordic Walking Workshop

ETMS is assisted 
by equipment 
grants from 
the Tasmanian 
Government.

Newsletter printed by courtesy of  
Your local Liberal member—standing up for Bass 
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Community members are welcome to 
participate in an introduction to Nordic 
Walking to be conducted at The SHED, 
308 John Lees Drive, on Wednesday 
October 24th at 9:am. The session will 
be run by Harriet Jory of the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service.

Using Nordic Walking poles combined 
with the correct technique engages all 
muscles from head to toe, which makes 
for a very effective aerobic activity, 
easier than regular walking and a 
perfect way to enjoy the great outdoors.

You will need your own walking poles to 
participate. Entry is by a donation to the 
RFDS. Poles can be purchased at Outdoor 
shops or on EBay for as little as $15 per 
pair.

ETMS is grateful to TOTAL AIR SUPPLIES 
Propietor Arthur Stow, who has donated 
materials to the value of $650 to fit out 
our compressed air supply plant. This 
integrated system allows air tools to be 
used from many points within the SHED. 
It will be completed within the next 
week or so.

Bean In The Country Café & Bar 
has distributed coffee vouchers to 
mailboxes in the district that will 

benefit the St Matthias’ Redress 
Fund. 50c for each voucher 

presented to buy a coffee will 
benefit the Fund along with 10% of 

bar sales at the 1st Friday of monthly 
TGIF evenings. Please see regular 

café opening times in Page 11 
advertisement.

cont.

Several other pieces of equipment, 
purchased with Grant money successfully 
sought from The Australian Mens’ Shed 
Association have been installed, and will 
allow tool sharpening, sand blasting, 
grinding, and safe entry and exit for 
materials to the table saw. A sheet metal 
folding machine has been fitted and 
trialled. AMSA grants are accessible by 
all Men’s Sheds around Australia and are 
funded by the Federal Government.

An extra room adjoining the SHED has 
been fitted with our dust extraction 
system and compressor. This is now 
functional and will limit the wood dust 
within the SHED.

An untimely delay in the installation of 
3 phase power has stalled the use of a 
metal lathe and a mechanical hacksaw.
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www.facebook.com/DilstonFireBrigade 
www.facebook.com/TasmaniaFireService 

Dilston Fire Brigade 

Brigade Contacts 

Raoul Stow 0417 351 423 

Jamie Smith 0458 515 386 

Ben Jones 0417 877 001 
Ken Nolan 0448 320 996 

dilstonfirebrigade@gmail.com 

Wood Heaters | Chimneys 
and Flues 
 
In a similar trend to 2017, 
Tasmania Fire Service 
brigades around the state 
have been responding to 
wood heater related fire 
incidents, in many cases 
involving the chimney or flue 
as it exits through the ceiling 
and roof cavities.  Dilston 
Fire Brigade have been 
requested to attend a number 
of properties to give advice on 
condition and installation of 
flues, and have noted some 
installations that are in need 
of maintenance. 
 
Our advice to all residents is 
first and foremost to ensure 
that their heater and flu 
installation has been done by 
an accredited installer; or if 
you have concerns over the 
condition of an existing 
installation to seek advice 
from some accredited people.  
Yellow Pages will point you in 
the direction of a number of 
businesses in Launceston 
that can provide this service. 

We also advise that you 
ensure your flue is cleaned 

prior to being used in the 
colder months.  The build up 
of soot and creosote is the 
major cause of chimney and 
flue fires, and can in worst 
case lead to surrounding 
roofing materials catching 
fire. 

 
The moisture content of the 
fire wood you are burning will 
have a major effect on the 
rate of build up of soot and 
creosote in the flue.  It is 
found that many people try to 
burn wood that is too wet.  
The ideal moisture content 
range for fire wood is between 
13 and 18%.  Anything over 
20% will increase the build 
up in your chimney flue, and 
can be seen as a tar like 
substance.   
How do you tell we hear you 
asking?! 

Try to ensure your firewood 
has been allowed to dry for 

an extended period of time; 
i.e. don’t use wood that has 
been freshly cut up!  If 
buying in ask the supplier 
how long the wood has been 
drying for. 
Furthermore we recommend 
you obtain a moisture meter 
in order to be sure.  They can 
be purchased online for 
under $20 and are a cheap 
investment in maintaining 
the “health” of your wood 
heater and chimney/flue.   
As always, we are more than 
happy to provide advice and 
point you in the right 
direction! 
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HILLWOOD NEWS

LINDSAY MILLAR had a nice write-up 
in Sunday Examiner 8th July regarding 
his involvement with the ROYAL FLYING 
DOCTOR SERVICE. Lindsay retired after 
more than 60 years involvement but is 
still fully involved although no longer on 
the committee.

Lindsay is also passionate about Hillwood 
and is at present negotiating, through 
the HILLWOOD PROGRESS ASSOCIATION 
INC as the PROJECT MANAGER, for local 
involvement in the management of EGG 
ISLAND POINT RESERVE. Lindsay, as you 
might remember, was the prime mover 
behind the restoration of the little 
beach at the Point.

MAST have now removed the well –used 
Low-tide ramp at Craigburn on the 
grounds that it was unsafe. Crown Lands 
and Parks have also closed the access to 
launch over the shore on the Western 
side of Egg Island Point with no reason, 
prior notice or consultation. This access 
has been in continuous use for over 50 
years.

If the Egg Island Point ramp is unusable 
due to strong South East winds or tide, 
there is now no available access to 
launch a boat from a trailer, if needed 
for a rescue or retrieval, between 
George Town and Windermere on the 
East Tamar.

This is not an acceptable situation and 
places live at risk in a dangerous area of 
the river.

Lindsay’s second report is to advise of a 
NEW AREA AT HILLWOOD NOW AVAILABLE 
FOR PUBLIC USE.

The Hillwood Progress Association Inc 
have been successful in lobbying George 
Town Council to lease the area of 
open grassed Crown Land bounded by 
Craigburn Road, Hillwood Jetty Road and 
Egg Island Creek.

The area is now open for Public Use e.g. 
Horse Riding, Dog Walking, Bike Riding 
or just as a walking track. An area could 
be easily fenced off to create an off-lead 
dog-exercise area. 

Current access is off Craigburn Road, 
east of Ridge street. When funds are 
available, a new entrance will be 
constructed. No 4WD or Trail Bikes, 
please.

By Nancy Donnelly

ROBBIE AND GERALDINE DONALDSON 
enlivened the June meeting of 
HILLWOOD GARDEN CLUB with tales and 
photographs of their recent trip to India. 
A fascinating trip enjoyed by all (except 
yours truly, who intended to go but fell 
asleep!) Sorry.

WELL DONE, SALLY YOUNG for the great 
job you are doing with the canteen for 
the HILLWOOD FOOTBALL CLUB. Sally 
took on this difficult job after Kaye 
McLean retired. Sally has a great band of 
happy helpers for which we are always 
thankful. A special mention also to JEAN 
and DAVID who stepped up to supply teas 
on Thursday nights at the beginning of 
the season and a big Thank You to all of 
the lovely helpers who are continuing 
this service. 

YOUNG ACHIEVERS:

SHELBY MILLER daughter of Kim and 
Todd Miller, has returned to Hillwood 
and is now playing for the Cavaliers in 
the State League. 

CHE’ HAINES, son of Michelle Isaac 
together with Angus Jeffries son of Eliza 
and Dick Jeffries competed in under-16 
football on the Gold Coast with a nice 
win.

SEAN HAWES, son of Jackie and Jason 
Hawes of The Glen played in under-13 
soccer in Canberra. The team won Best 
and Fairest for their age group.

MYRA DONNELLY has been chosen as 
a team leader for the School Sports 
Australia swimming championships being 
held in Hobart this year. This is Myra’s 
fourth Pacific School Games competition. 

STEAMPUNK FESTIVAL at George Town 
18th August 2018 will be held again at 
the old Skellerup Building on the corner 
of Mt George Road and the East Tamar 
Highway. This is a wonderful event. 
I attended last year and loved it. It 
starts at 11.00 am - at 2.30 pm the 
grand fashion parade will be judged and 
dancing begins at 5.30 pm. 

Steampunk has nothing to do with punk 
as we know it but relates to the steam 
era plus clothing from the Victorian era 
and Wild West. There were plenty of 
stalls (food and wine etc) and interesting 
steam machinery. If you would like to 
dress up you can see the fashions by 

googling steampunk. Even if you only 
wear goggles, you will feel part of the 
party but it is fun to dress up.

CHANGE IN RECYCLING PICK UP DAY 
IN HILLWOOD. Pickup of Recycling in 
Hillwood is changing to every second 
Thursday as from Thursday August 9th. 
George Town Council website https://
georgetown.tas.gov.au will have 
additional mapping and information. 

TOILETS AT HILLWOOD HALL: By the time 
you receive this Newsletter, the upgrade 
of the toilets at the Hall should be 
completed with disability access.

HILLWOOD PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC 
AGM will be held in October. We need 
people to join ($5 membership) and 
come along to learn what we do as we 
will need replacements for some of the 
older members eventually. The Progress 
Association works with Council to look 
after the Hall and improve areas for 
recreation. Council are upgrading the 
toilets at the Hall at HPA’s request and 
have an allocation in Council budget 
for Acoustics in the Hall. HPA restored 
the little beach, is working with MAST 
to provide an All-Tide Boat Ramp, is 
working towards a Foreshore Walking 
Track, has gained permission to use 
Crown Land for recreation and is working 
towards restoring recreational use at 
Egg Island Reserve. It is a worthwhile 
organisation that needs to keep going.

HILLWOOD FOOTBALL CLUB are looking 
for a person or group who would be 
prepared to provide Community meals at 
the Clubrooms every second Friday from 
November through to February/March. 
Contact: Grant Radford 0400430611 
email ga.radford@bigppond.com 
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BIRDS OF THE TAMAR

COLLECTING INFORMATION

The Wedge-tailed Eagle subspecies 
Aquila audax fleayi occurs only in 
Tasmania, and is distinguished by its 
size (being Australia’s largest bird of 
prey) and wedge-shaped tail. It kills and 
scavenges on animals including reptiles, 
birds and mammals, across a wide range 
of habitats, from the coast to highland 
areas. It defends a large territory, 
nesting in patches of mature forests 
with sheltered aspects throughout 
Tasmania (including large offshore 
islands).  The total adult population 
has been estimated as less than 1000 
birds. Principal threats include loss 
of nesting habitat, nest disturbance, 
collisions (with artificial structures, 
vehicles and aircraft), electrocution and 
persecution. While individual responses 
vary, disturbance occurring even many 
hundreds of metres away can cause 
breeding birds to temporarily leave 
eggs or chicks at risk, or even to desert 
their nest site for years. Disturbances 
involving visible people or helicopters 
can be particularly serious. Population 
numbers may increase if nest protection 
is more effective and unnatural 
mortality rates reduced.

 A new roadkill app is being trialled in 
Tasmania, allowing people to report 
roadkill sightings so that hotspots can be 
determined.

A donation from a zoo in North America 
has facilitated the development of a 
new Tasmanian smartphone app for 
reporting roadkill sightings.

The Roadkill Tas app, which is free to 
download, is designed to make it easier 
for Tasmanians to report roadkill, using 
GPS to enable people to record the 
precise location of any sightings.

It was made possible through a $20,000 
donation from the Tasmanian Devil 
Ambassador Program at Fort Wayne 
Children’s Zoo in Indiana in the United 
States.

The app was developed by New Zealand-
based company Thundermaps and will be 
trialled for two years.

Tasmanian Wedge-tailed Eagle (Aquila Audax Fleayi)

The majority of Wedge-tailed Eagle 
breeding activity typically occurs 
between August and January, but this 
varies between eagle pairs and from 
year to year. The breeding season 
includes the highly sensitive courting 
period, when birds are at or near the 
nest assessing levels of disturbance 
and nest suitability just prior to laying; 
this courting period most often occurs 
in July, but may begin with nest 
lining in June. In some years chicks 
will not fledge until as late as March, 
with disturbance prior to this event 
potentially causing young birds to 
attempt to fly before they are fully 
fledged. 

Rob Sharman of Dilston reports a most 
unusual sighting recently of 4 Wedge-
tailed eagles together in the mature 
eucalpt opposite the Windermere Café. 
I would think that at this time of the 
year it would be most likely courting 
behaviour and bonding activity of these 
birds prior to mating. These birds are 
often seen in flight over Gaunt Hill, and 
there is an established nesting site in the 
Native Point Reserve. Parks and Wildlife 

Officer Nick Mooney suggests that this 
nesting site is known to be used by both 
Wedge-tailed Eagles and White-bellied 
sea-eagle in different years.It is known 
that eagles can use the same nesting 
site for up to 50 years. These birds have 
a potential life-span of about 20 years, 
so it is most likely an established family 
territory.

Photo: Alan Fletcher





BEAN IN THE COUNTRY  
CAFÉ & BAR

Corner Windermere Rd
& John Lees Drive

6328 1335

OPEN  
Tuesday-Friday: 7:30am-3pm
1st Friday Night of the month:

Food & Drinks, 5:30pm-8:30pm
Saturday: 9am-3pm

We welcome Groups, Children, Dogs 
and are wheelchair accessible!  

We are also licensed!
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Dilston Hall:  
6328 1348

St. Matthias Church:  
6328 1209

Playgroup:  
0437 851 920 

Garden Club:  
6328 1566

Book Discussion Group:  
6328 1381

Bird Watching:  
6328 1163

Men’s Shed - Jeff Wynne  
0417 843 943

Justice of The Peace -  
Darren Pullen 
0439 912 862

FIRE BRIGADE OFFICERS 
Raoul Stow - 0417 351 423 

Jason Hingston - 0439 771 156 
Jamie Smith - 0458 515 386

Community Contacts 
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Copy For NEXT ISSUE Due 
Friday September 28th

For publication in the 2nd week of October 
Email address: smokesignals@bigpond.com 

Or mail to: 454 Windermere Rd. Windermere 7252

DID YOU KNOW?
Planning a function?

Dilston Hall hires out tables & 
chairs for community use  

at a very minimal fee

For further details  
contact Pat Hollier:

 63281348

Community Notices and Fund Raising Notices are Free!!
Advertisements must be accompanied by full name,  

address and should state the number of editions  
that it is to appear in.

Email advertising copy to smokesignals@bigpond.com

Smokesignals on the web:  
www.winderdoon.com/community/smokesignals.htm

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE IN SMOKE SIGNALS?

1/9 Page: $17
Book an ad in four issues and save:

1/9 Page x4: $51
Small Classifieds,Wanted to sell, etc:

$5 (one insertion)

blackbird-designstudio.com  
contact@blackbird-designstudio.com

This issue was designed by:


