
Dilston Windermere Swan Bay Newsletter 

Since the last edition this community can celebrate with humilty 2 
major victories: the commitment of Minister Graeme Sturgess to the 
construction of a safe entry to the proposed Dilston Bypass of the 
East Tamar Highway;  the restoration of St Matthias Church bell 
tower . These issues reflect  the values of our community, and whilst 
at opposite ends of the spectrum in community concern, together 
they demonstrate the power of community through people who 
care.  
The bypass issue has dominated this newspaper for two years. When 
it is completed, four years will have passed, demonstrating how long 
it takes to obtain satisfactory outcomes from any major issue. Consul-
tation in planning to gain acceptable community outcomes is a rela-
tively new area for governments and their departments. I would sug-
gest that process in future will reflect, to a higher degree, the out-
comes of a more democratic process. Whilst this will be more costly 
in dollars, it will give ownership both to the parties involved and the 
growth of democracy rather than to the party politics and the shal-
low level of government we have suffered in the past. 
I include 2 letters to the editor in this edition: one from Minister 
Graeme Sturgess in response to my letter in March; and one from 
Jeremy Ball  in thanks of community support . 
It is also fitting to note the support of all Launceston City councilors, 
especially Aldermen Armitage ,Ball, Dean, Norton and Sands. Local 
politicians, Kim Booth, Ivan Dean, Peter Gutwein and Sue Napier  
have been strong in their parliamentary support. 
The bell tower of St Matthias is an achievement that a few people 
have championed in support of the cultural heritage of the district 
and the continuation of a community centre of worship. Again, per-
sistence and a will to persevere have won out. Read Sue Speed�s 
celebration of this on our back page. 
In future editions I would encourage letters to the editor that bring 
issues of community focus to the attention of our residents. 
Editor.. 
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Inside this issue: 

Windermere  
Corner Store  

6328 1335   

Hearty breakfasts, great lunches, a  
selection of cakes and slices,  

prepared take-home meals. Takeaway 
pizzas, gourmet food lines, catering, , 

wrapping and cards, groceries, gas, bait 
Home made soup available for cold 

winter days 
      TRADING HOURS   
Mon-Fri 7am � 6pm  

Sat 8am-6pm 
Sun 8am-5pm 
Special chef�s 

meal 
Tanya Candlett 

Saturday June 20th 
7pm onwards  

book with Kerry or Maree 
  



Signal Station Tavern 
Bar, Lounge & Bottle-O  
Bottleshop competitive prices 

$8meals Thursday evenings  
6PM TO 8PM 

Friday & Saturday nights� full counter meals 6pm 
to 8pm 

Sundays-  5pm to 8pm 
Pizzas& jacket potatoes eat in or take away 

PHONE 6394 8228 

CLEAN UP ?? 
ALL TYPES OF GARDENING 

WORK 
  CALL JEFF 
  63281390 
  0437117396 

Creative Memories 
Scrapbooking 

WORKSHOP 
Sunday  14th June 
Sunday July TBA 

and thereafter the 2nd Sunday monthly 
12noon-4pm 

Signal Tavern , Mount Direction 
Pages, papers & stickers supplied 

Afternoon tea provided 
�� Make memories last forever 
�� Show your photos in the best way  

possible 
�� Start a hobby and join the fun 
�� Meet new people and make new friends 
For bookings call Bev Foy 

6394 8426  or  0403544441 
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Garden Club News  

Scouts  Australia 
Are you looking for something new, different for your child to get 
involved with? 
Want them to learn more about the great outdoors and develop 
into leaders of the future? 
Why don�t you send them to Scouts to do all these things and more. 
Scouts Australia caters for young people and youth from ages 6 to 25 years of 
age. Different age groups are divided into sections: Joey Scouts 6&7y.o ;Cub 
Scouts 8-11; Scouts 11-15;Venturers 15-18;Rovers 18-26                       Rocherlea 
Scout Group  
Meeting at the Frank Niewhoff Scout Hall, Archer St. next to the Rocherlea Foot-
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Copy For NEXT  
ISSUE 
Due  

Friday July 26th 
For publication first 

week in August 
Email address: 

smokesignals@bigpond.com 

Or mail to:  

454 Windermere Rd. Windermere 
7252 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVER-
TISE IN SMOKE SIGNALS? 

1/6 Page              $15.00 
 1/12 Page               $7.50 

 book an ad in four issues and save: 
1/6 Page                $40.00 
1/12 Page              $20.00 

Small Classifieds,Wanted to sell, etc      
$5 (one insertion) 

Community Notices and Fund Raising 
Notices are Free ! ! 

Advertisements must be 
accompanied by full name, address 

and should state the number of 
editions that it is to appear in. 

Leave advertising copy at the Winder-
mere Store or email to: 

smokesignals@bigpond.com 
Smokesignals on the web 

http://www.winderdoon.com/comm
unity/smokesignals.htm 

Our last luncheon was at the home of Ros 
and Noel Ryan on April 3rd, it was held a 
week early due to Easter falling on our usual 
Friday.Their garden was looking particularly 
splendid as they had spent many hours on it 
getting it ready for their son’s wedding which 
was at the end of March.  

Apart from the well manicured lawns and 
clipped and pruned shrubs there were many 
pots of colourful plants. Some of us  sat out-
side on the back patio, whilst most of the 
men seemed to congregate around the pool 
area. It was one of those days weather wise 
when we had four seasons in one day. It 
went from sunshine to a rather large down-
pour of rain coupled with thunder and light-
ening, then back to sunshine. 

As usual there was plenty of delicious 
food ,wine and stimulating conversation. 

thank you Ros and Noel for another good day. 

Jackie Ralph 

Garden club this month will be held at the home 
of Meryn & Neil Mc Lelland, 385 Windermere 
Road on Friday June 12th at 12 Noon. 
Newcomers most welcome. Bring a plate of food 
to share. 



Caltex Mount  
Direction 

Open 7 days per week� 6am to 7pm 
weekdays 

8am to 7pm Saturday, 8am to 4pm 
Sunday 

Full grocery lines-fish bait/gear-BBQ Gas 
63948364 
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FIRE BRIGADE NEWS h t t p : / / w w w . f i r e . t a s . g o v . a u  
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Dr Don Hempton 
The Windermere GP 
Is available for consults, 
Strictly by appointment 

Ring 6328 1560 

Broad Beans for Summer Salads 
May and June are suitable months for planting broad bean seeds.  
For rapid germination soak the beans for 24 hours before sowing. 
Ensure dolomite or lime is applied as they do not like acid soils. Wood 
ash is an excellent natural fertiliser. Do not add extra nitrogen, as the 
plants grow too tall and lanky. 
Broad beans are ideal cover crop or green manure crop as they pro-
vide nitrogen back to the soil through rhizobium bacteria nodules on 
their roots (look for little white lumps clustered around the roots). 
Plant broad beans immediately after harvesting  
Cauliflower , Cabbage or Broccoli, or root crops. 
Coles Dwarf variety, generally grow taller than one metre, so they also 
need a string support system. 
Reo-mesh placed horizontally, supported by garden stakes will pre-
vent the plant breaking in strong wind.  

Plants will flower in September although 
beans will rarely set until November.  
Young beans make a delicious addition to 
early salads. 

Safe Cooking in the Home 
Watch the Pot  

�� Never leave cooking unattended - Turn it Off Before Your Turn 
Away .  

�� Cooking fires are one of the most common causes of house 
fires in Tasmania.  

Clear the Cooking Area  

�� Curtains, tea towels, oven mitts and any flammable items 
should be kept well away from the cooking area.  

Control the Splatter  

�� Cook with the right size pan and keep the heat low so that fat 
doesn’t spatter or overflow onto the cooktop.  

No Water Needed  

�� Water does not put out fat or oils fires - so don’t use it;  

�� If you put water on this type of fire significant and horrific burn 
injuries could occur and the fire will be spread more rapidly.  

Smothering the Flame  

If a fire does start on the stove - 

�� Turn off the heat source either on the stove or at the fuse box;  

�� Smother the fire with a large pan, lid or fire blanket; 

�� Do not remove the pan, lid or fire blanket until the pot has 
cooled, as the fire will re-ignite if the oil is still hot; and  

�� Never carry a burning pot - horrific burn injuries can occur.  

Brigade Contacts:   
 Rob Montague                                   6394 8377 (w) 
                                 6328 1336 (h) 
Jason Hingston                   Mob   0407392457            
Neville Jolly                                6326 5860 (h) 
                                                  Mob   0417 540230 
David Lake                               Mob    0438 075 534 
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Letters To The Editor 

Dear Smokesignals 

 I would like to congratulate the Dilston/Windermere/Swan Bay and surrounding community for the way in which 
you have advocated for a safer outcome on the Dilston Bypass issue over the last 18 months. 

 We got there in the end! 

 From the beginning, through well organised and informative public meetings at the Dilston Hall the Safety Commit-
tee, along with individual community members, presented the case, time and again, for a safer entry and exit onto 
the highway with integrity, precision and persistence. 

 So often people walk away without even fighting, believing that you can’t change government’s mind and yet you 
have shown that through tenacity and strong community action, democracy is alive and well and the people united, 
can never be defeated. 

 It was an honour to be an Aldermen representing your views on this matter for the last year and a half and I know 
that every time any of us drive through the southern underpass we will have a wry smile at the battle it took to get it 
there! 

 The northern intersection is still a serious concern and I only wish that DIER could have seen fit to make changes 
there as well however that was a bridge too far for them (no pun intended). 

 It is dangerous to single out individuals in instances such as this, when so many contributed in so many ways to 
the outcome however I would like to particularly thank George and Jenny Chandler and Beverly Goldfarb from the 
Dilston Safety Committee; Ron Goodes for his single minded pursuit of his intersection; Rod Keena for pointing 
DIER in the right direction with his design (last year!) and Kevin Poole and Ron Sainty, whose voices as experi-
enced bus drivers against the T-intersections held a great deal of eight at a crucial moment in the debate. 

Danielle Blewett and the Examiner deserve a tick for the front page of the truck in the fog (I’m sure George is happy 
that Jenny is no longer sending him out on freezing mornings to get photos). 

Hopefully we won’t have a battle like that again too soon however if one looms give me a call. 

Good luck to all and safe motoring. 

 Jeremy Ball (Alderman LCC) 

The power of two.... 
for the price of one! 

Debbie Sarich 
0408 265 919 

Coral Miles 
0428 943 258 

After an extremely busy month of sales we are 
urgently seeking lifestyle and  

acreage properties for our growing list of 
mainland and local buyers. We are your local 
area specialists in the Tamar Valley. 

L.J. Hooker Launceston        

183 Charles Street        Phone: 6334 9111                     
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Nature Notes by Jon Hosford    
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Community Contacts - 
FIRE: 000 

  Dilston Hall:   6328 1348 
  St. Matthias Church:         
   6328 1209 
  Playgroup:   6328 1196 
   
  Garden Club:   63281566   CWA:    6328 1257 
  Book Discussion Group:  6328 1231    
  Bird Watching:   6328 1163 
FIRE BRIGADE OFFICERS 
Rob Montague           6394 8377 (w) 
            6328 1336 (h) 
Jason Hingston Mob   0407392457
            
Neville Jolly           6326 5860 (h) 
                         Mob         0417 540230 
David Lake      Mob         0438 075 534 

Native Water Rat: Hydromys chrysogaster 
Illustration Source: Gould League 
 

Native Water Rat  Hydromys chrysogaster 
The native water-rat is a distinctive rodent specialized for an aquatic existence. 
The species can be found locally on the Tamar and environs. It is a relatively 
large rodent ( body length not including tail up to 40cm) with broad partially 
webbed hind feet, water-repellent fur and abundant whiskers. The tail is thick 
and usually tipped white. 
The water-rat is largely carnivorous, feeding on crustaceans, aquatic insects and 
small fish. Plants are sometimes consumed in the winter when food is scarce. 
Being a placental mammal, it bears 3-4 young in Spring and Summer months 
although greater numbers can survive in times of plentiful food. 
H. chrysogaster is mainly nocturnal, although it differs from most Austra-
lian rodents in being partially diurnal. It is most active in the hours fol-
lowing sunset, but may also be found swimming or foraging during day-
light in the early morning or early evening. The Water-rat is territorial 
and may be quite aggressive when populations are at high density.  
Further reading on this interesting local resident can be found at: 
http://www.anbg.gov.au/cpbr/WfHC/Hydromys-chrysogaster/index.html 

Time for the community to celebrate 

The bypass will not only make travelling safer but it will create a  discrete community of the areas of Swan 
Bay, Windermere, Dilston, Los Angeles Road and Rostella. 

It’s time to celebrate! 

Who: everyone in the community 

Where: Dilston Hall 

When: after the flu scare is over 

What: ideas welcome!! especially from community groups (local play group, gardening, bird watching, 
fund raisers) Local musical entertainment? BBQ? Ideal time to meet your new neighbours…  

Suggestions to:  Jon Hosford, Editor, Smoke Signals, jhosford@bigpond.net.au or 6328 1163 



ST MATTHIAS 
2nd Sunday each month 
Eucharist 

2:00 pm 
4th Sunday each month  

Eucharist 

 THE CONGREGATIONS OF 
St Matthias, Windermere 

And 
Holy Trinity, Launceston 

Invite the Locals to join us at our 
regular Services to help us celebrate 

All three levels of the tower have 
been replaced or reinforced to 
strengthen them.  The outside win-
dow  slates have been covered 
from the inside with bird netting to 
keep birds from getting into the 
tower. 

 

The second level which held the bell was almost completely rotten.  It 
has been replaced with a new floor and 3 large beams on either side of 
the bell, with a strip of iron between each layer, which actually holds the 
bell itself.  Hopefully, this should  last for another 100  years.  We have 
retained one of the rotten beams inside the church just to remind us how 
bad it  was—a bit frightening.  The top level or roof 

Even though the Bell Tower is now safe,  it  
doesn�t mean it  has been completely paid for.  
We would most welcome any donations to help 
us cover the costs. 
Please ring Sue Speed (6328 1209 or Wendy 
Doyle 6328 1251) if  you would like to help. 

Well, it isn’t exactly a BRAND NEW Bell Tower.  It looks the 
same from the outside, but  is much different from the inside.  
And if the weather is bad, it means we  can stand under the 
Bell Tower and have a chat without worry of the bell falling on 
us—and I’m not joking.  We haven’t been able to ring the bell 
for 9 months because of serious safety issues—and 

These two nice 
men  

Jan Schilling 
and 

John Morris 
have worked 
very hard to 

make our 
Church safer 

As you would have read from the last edition of Smoke 
Signals, the Rev Doug Edmonds has now retired.  The 
services at Windermere are being shared by the Rev 
Ken Box and Rev Craig Arnold on a temporary basis.  
The procedure to find a new Rector has already started 
with a  General Parish Meeting last Sunday 31 May. 
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